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OBITUARIES. 



William Remsen. 

Mr. William Remsen, for many years the Chairman of the 
Council of the American Geographical Society, died in New York 
City, on the 3d of March, 1895, in the 81st year of his age. 

He was a highly-esteemed citizen and was a direct descendant of 
Rem-Jansen, one of the earliest of the Dutch settlers in the vicinity 
of NewYork ; the name was contracted in the early days of the country 
into Remsen. Mr. Remsen was a typical representative of those up- 
right, frugal, unostentatious and intelligent Knickerbockers who by 
their business sagacity, their probity and consistent lives formed so 
valuable a part of the population of this metropolis. Mr. Remsen 
was born in this city in 1815. His father, Henry Remsen, was one 
of the presidents of the Manhattan Bank. He received a classical 
education and was graduated at Princeton College in 1835. He 
afterward studied law under Judge William Kent, son of Chancellor 
Kent, but never practised his profession, having inherited an estate 
which required his personal supervision, and which was largely 
augmented under his careful management. He married Jane 
Suydam, a representative of another old Dutch family of this city, 
of which marriage five children survive. Mrs. Remsen died a few 
years ago. Mr. Remsen was one of the founders of the Third 
Avenue surface railroad and one of its largest stockholders. He 
was for thirty-four years a trustee of the Greenwich Savings Bank, 
and for eighteen years its vice-president, and also for about the 
same period he was a trustee of the Northern Dispensary, at the 
junction of Waverley Place and Christopher Street. He was one 
of the oldest living members of the American Geographical Society, 
and for many years the chairman of its council. He was an old 
member of the Historical Society. 

Sir Henry Rawlinson. 

Sir Henry Creswicke Rawlinson died in London on the 5th of 
March, 1895, at the age of eighty-five years. He was born in 
Oxford, and entered the East India Company's service in 1827. 
He devoted himself to his military duties, as'well as to the study of 
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Oriental languages, and was one of the officers sent in 1833 by the 
Governor-General to re-organize the Persian army. In Persia, 
where he remained for six years, he travelled extensively and paid 
great attention to the archaeological remains and especially to the 
Behistun inscriptions. When the Afghan difficulties began, he was 
sent to Kabul, and later to Kandahar, where he prepared for the 
coming struggle by collecting supplies and expelling the Afghan 
population. He successfully defended the city against the vic- 
torious enemy, and returned to India with increased reputation. 

He was appointed British Resident at Bagdad, in 1843, ar *d there 
continued his study of the cuneiform inscriptions, to which he found 
the key. The writings at Behistun are on the smooth face of the 
rock, at an elevation of 300 feet above the plain, and it was a task 
of extreme" difficulty and danger to reach them, but Sir Henry 
succeeded in copying the entire record. 

In 1856 he was appointed a Director of the East India Company, 
and the next year took his seat in Parliament for Reigate. He was 
sent as Minister to Persia in 1859, and after his return to England 
again entered Parliament as Member for Frome. In 1868 he was 
made a Life Member of the India Council. Besides his well-known 
work, England and Russia in the East, Sir Henry's literary produc- 
tions were confined to the memoirs which he contributed to the 
learned societies of Europe. 

Ismail Pasha. 

The ex-Khedive of Egypt died on the 2d of March, 1895, at his 
palace on the Bosporus, where he had lived in virtual captivity for 
a number of years. 

Ismail was the son of Ibrahim Pasha and was educated in Paris. 
He became Viceroy of Egypt in January, 1863, and for fifteen 
years gave a loose rein to his extravagant taste for display and self- 
indulgence, without wholly neglecting his duties as a ruler. He 
built railways, made ports at Alexandria, Port Said and Suez, 
opened the Suez Canal, and extended his dominion to the equator; 
but the vast wealth which came into his hands, through the rise in 
the price of cotton caused by the American Civil War and from 
the numerous Egyptian loans, was squandered for the most part 
in reckless prodigality. 

His forced abdication on the 26th of June, 1879, closed a career 
in which charity itself can find but little to approve. 



